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County Description

Geographic

• DeKalb County is located in the Upper Cumberland Region of middle Tennessee.
• DeKalb County is located 60 miles from Nashville, 40 miles from Murfreesboro and 28

miles from Cookeville.
• This county is predominantly rural and is surrounded by rolling hills and valleys.
• Smith, Wilson, Cannon, Warren, White, and Putnam counties in Tennessee surround DeKalb

County.
• The county is 14 miles from Interstate 40 and accessible to state highways 56, 146 and 83.
• The average temperature in July is 76.3 degrees and the average in January is 35.6 degrees

with annual average precipitation being 54.57 inches.
• DeKalb County has an elevation of 1,032 feet above sea level.

Land Area

• DeKalb County is often called “Tennessee’s Beauty Spot” the county is blessed with hills,
valleys, forests, rivers, Center Hill Lake, and Edgar Evans State Park.

• DeKalb County consists of 291 square miles.
• Nursery stock production is a major agri-business activity for DeKalb County.

Economic Base

• The county’s median family personal income is $22,956.
• The county’s median household personal income is $19,388.
• DeKalb County’s per capita personal income is $19,181.
• The average weekly income of 1997 wages was $391.
• The individual poverty rate for DeKalb County is 20.3%.
• The family poverty rate for DeKalb County is 16.3%.
• The 1998 average labor-force total was 8,310, of those, 7,790 were employed and 520 were

unemployed giving DeKalb County an unemployment rate of 6.30%.
• The major employers in DeKalb County include Federal Moqual, Kingston Timer, SW

Manufacturing, Smithville Manufacturing, and Texas Boot Company.
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